Orientation Week 5 - LOK Chapter 19, The Reign of Intentional Knowledge, 155-160

This week the reading focuses on intentional knowledge, a structure or model introduced in the previous chapter. The basic idea is this: Trying to account for present perception, we introduced polar knowledge. Trying to account for the identities of the things we encounter in the world, we introduce descriptive knowledge. But now we are looking more directly at the self, and the self relates to the world through intentional knowledge: knowledge directed at the future as shaped by the goals and activities of the self.

Once we begin to look at intentional knowledge, the sharp division between subject and object begins to blur. The self occupies a world, as we saw in the last chapter, and the self’s world is not separate from the self. To be more specific: intentional knowledge is all about ‘my’ desires, intentions, and goals, but the world I inhabit takes shape on the basis of those desires, intentions, and goals. Self and world arise together. Yet at the same time, the self is cut off from its world, as discussed on p. 156 of the reading. You may want to reflect on how both ways of relating to the world can be true at the same time.

This brings up an important point about the methodology we have been using. For the first part of this program, we have been looking carefully at the presuppositions involved in our model of how time operates and how we make sense of the world. Now we are turning toward a different kind of inquiry, one in which we will be exploring more the self’s felt (or lived) experience. In the phone call, several people mentioned the link between relaxation (or spaciousness) and letting go of the self. , and this is a good pointer for how we can let our living experience guide us toward a different way of knowing.

Still, it would be a mistake to think that we can ‘throw away’ all the conceptual analysis. The reading wants us to see how the self gets trapped in its emotions and feelings. This has to do with the nature of the witness and the way in which the self is cut off from its world, themes we have looked at several times.

In the phone conversation I suggested you might like to try working with LOK Ex. 18. But now I am thinking you might like to look instead at LOK Ex. 19: Object of Desire. This exercise explores very directly the link between the realm of feeling and the potential for a knowledge not owned by the self. We can discuss it in next week’s phone call.

