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In the practice at the end of the phone call for Week 2, we worked with seeing all appearance as bearing knowledge, as the ‘inward-outward knowing’ inherent in space. The reading for last week pointed out that seeing in this way has immediate, practical consequences, reducing friction and allowing for freedom and flexibility. With no ‘certain things’ to know ‘for certain’, life unfolds with an active and dynamic freedom and appreciation. The image from ancient Greek thought, that the power to see, radiating out into the world, is a gift from the goddess of love, evokes this potential.

 

Please keep doing the same practice during the week, whenever it strikes you to do so. As I mentioned at the end of the call, you might find it helpful to see how this structure—appearance radiant with knowledge—operates with respect to scenes and events that we remember.

 

As you know, Rinpoche has the ability to present the TSK vision in countless ways, like examine the facets of a precious jewel. In the chapter we start this week, he turns from ‘eknosis’ to the image of flattening space. This has always seemed challenging, since we usually think of something that has been flattened as something that has lost its aliveness, its dimensionality, like the difference between the map and the territory. Of course, that is not at all what Rinpoche means here. He goes into this in some detail in the section we are reading, eventually arriving at the notion of ‘the zeroless’.

 

We will be looking at the zeroless again in a later chapter: the relation between space, zero, and knowledge (after all, ‘zero’ opens vast new domains of knowledge in mathematics) is one that is discussed often in the TSK books. Here it is linked to appearance and dis-appearance of substance. Compare the mention at the start of Chapter Four of DTS of the ‘no-body space of universal knowledgeability.

 

Zeroless space is linked to the power of space to accommodate. We will look at that in our discussion. Here I want to mention another space-related term: ‘capacity’. We could say that space has the capacity to accommodate. But interestingly, the word ‘capacity’ can also refer to mental capacities. Language is often less rigid than we are in our own thinking. If we don’t notice that, it is mostly because we treat words as defining and reinforcing borders, barriers, and limits. Knowledge, like space, has nothing to do with such confining moves. It exhibits a greater capacity.

 
